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Warm and humid: High 83, Low 64 


CORONAVIRUS 


NBA puts Its season on hold 


Trump decides 
to cut off travel 
from Europe 


By Peter Baker 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - President 
Donald Trump announced 
Wednesday that he’s taking 
“strong but necessary” actions 
to keep new cases of the novel 
coronavirus from entering the 
U.S. by suspending all travel 
from Europe for 30 days, begin- 
ning Friday. 

The restrictions don’t apply 
to Britain, he said. 

Speaking from the Oval Of- 
fice, Trump called the coronavi- 
rus a “horrible infection” and 
said he was addressing the na- 
tion to talk about the “unprece- 
dented response to the corona- 
virus outbreak.” 

The president also said 
health insurance companies 
had agreed to extend insurance 
coverage to cover coronavirus 
treatments as well as waive re- 
lated copayments. 

Trump added that he 
planned to soon announce 
emergency action to provide fi- 
nancial relief for workers who 
fall ill or need to be quarantin- 
ed. 

The president said he’d ask 
Congress to take legislative ac- 
tion to extend that relief but did 
not detail what that would be. 

He said he would instruct the 
Treasury Department to “defer 
tax payments without interest 
or penalties for certain individ- 
uals and businesses negatively 
impacted.” 

The president, sitting behind 
the Resolute Desk, called the vi- 
rus a “horrible infection” and 
said Americans should cut back 
on travel that was not neces- 
sary. 

It signaled a break from the 
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Spurs team attendants wear gloves in light of the concerns about the novel coronavirus during 
the team’s game against the Mavericks at the AT&T Center on Tuesday. 


President 
Donald Trump 
addresses the 
nation about the 
coronavirus 
pandemic from 
the Oval Office. 
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» Air Force calls off graduation parade at Lackland. A3 
» Cruz says focus needs to be on medical issues. A4 

» Iranian VP, 2 Cabinet officials are infected. A9 
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98 evacuees now at Lackland 
Source: WHO, CDC 


Sudden shift in plans creates more confusion about evacuees at Lackland 


By Lauren Caruba 
STAFF WRITER 


In a last-minute change of 


plans, some Grand Princess 
cruise ship passengers who were 
brought to Joint Base San Anto- 
nio-Lackland now will be quaran- 
tined in their home states rather 
than in San Antonio, sowing con- 


fusion at multiple levels of gov- 
ernment. 

San Antonio officials were un- 
der the impression early Wednes- 
day that another plane full of 
evacuees from the ship, where 
nearly two-dozen people were di- 
agnosed with the virus, soon 
would be headed to Lackland. 

In a mid-afternoon call, 


though, federal officials said they 
will move the 74 non-Texans 
housed at the base to their own 
states and replace them with Tex- 
as passengers who have not yet 
left the California evacuation 
sites. 

Over the next few days, Mayor 
Ron Nirenberg said evacuees will 
be shuffled around, with planes 


ferrying evacuees to final destina- 
tions closer to their homes. 
Eventually, only Texans will be 
housed at the hotel on Lackland 
that has been used since early 
February for federal coronavirus 
quarantines. 
The abrupt change caps days of 
confusion among local officials 
Confusion continues on A10 


Local colleges extend Spring Break, emphasize online learning 


By Alia Malik, 
Ashley McBride 
and Krista Torralva 


our campuses.” 


fore we see any impact on 


Classes at UTSA, A&M- 


Move comes 
after Jazz player 
tests positive 


By Jeff McDonald 


STAFF WRITER 


The NBA indefinitely sus- 
pended the 2019-20 season after 
a Utah Jazz player tested posi- 
tive for the novel coronavirus 
Wednesday. 

“The NBA announced that a 
player on the Utah Jazz has pre- 
liminary tested positive for CO- 
VID-19,” a statement from the 
league said. “The test result was 
reported shortly prior to tipoff 
of tonight’s game between the 
Jazz and Oklahoma City Thun- 
der at Chesapeake Energy Are- 
na.” 

The statement did not name 
the affected player, but noted he 
was not in the arena. 

According to multiple re- 
ports, that player was All-Star 
center Rudy Gobert. 

As aresult, the NBA called off 
the game in Oklahoma City, ush- 
ering players off the floor to 
their locker rooms to be quaran- 
tined. The crowd was sent 
home. 

The league allowed four oth- 
er games scheduled for Wed- 
nesday to be completed — three 
of which already were in prog- 
ress. 

The remainder of the sched- 
ule will be suspended beginning 
today, the league said. 

“The NBA will use this hiatus 
to determine the next steps for 
moving forward in regard to the 
coronavirus pandemic,” the 
league’s statement read. 

The first Spurs game to be af- 
fected was slated for Friday 
against Denver at the AT&T Cen- 
ter. A practice session sched- 
uled for this morning was also 
scuttled. 

“We never thought they 
would suspend the season, but 
they’re probably doing the right 
thing,” Spurs broadcaster and 
former player Sean Elliott said. 
“That’s the league listening to 
top scientists and doctors in the 
world and taking them serious- 
ly.” 

The coronavirus hits close to 
home for Elliott, who has a mild- 
ly suppressed immune system 
after a 1999 kidney transplant 
and is at higher risk of infection 
than is the general population. 

“It’s serious,” Elliott said. “If 
we can’t keep it under control, 
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STAFF WRITERS 


All of the city’s major 
higher education institu- 
tions have extended Spring 
Break by a week and most 
will move to online-only 
classes for an indefinite 
amount of time due to the 
coronavirus pandemic. 

The Alamo Colleges, Uni- 
versity of Texas at San Anto- 
nio, Texas A&M University- 
San Antonio, St. Mary’s Uni- 
versity, University of the In- 
carnate Word, Our Lady of 
the Lake University and 
Trinity University made the 


announcements Wednes- 
day afternoon. 
The announcements 


came hours after the World 
Health Organization de- 
clared the COVID-19 out- 
break a pandemic, or a new 
disease that has spread 
worldwide. 

No  community-spread 
cases of coronavirus have 


3 


p” 
Billy Calzada / Staff photographer 


Most colleges in San Antonio will be online-only — 


at least for a while. 


surfaced in San Antonio, but 
hundreds of evacuees from 
cruise ships and Wuhan, 
China, have been brought to 
Joint Base San Antonio- 
Lackland for quarantine. 
Dozens more evacuees from 
the Grand Princess cruise 
ship are expected this week. 

“Our foremost priorities 
are to sustain the health of 


our campus community 
and ensure the academic 
progress of our students,” 
UTSA President Taylor Eigh- 
my said in a prepared state- 
ment. “While there is still a 
lot we don’t know about the 
coronavirus, it is expected 
to spread broadly in the 
days ahead, and we are mak- 
ing these changes now, be- 
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San Antonio and the Alamo 
Colleges will resume March 
23 — online. 

OLLU made a similar de- 
cision to UTSA’s, extending 
Spring Break until March 23 
and then holding online 
classes until April 14, at least. 

The OLLU campus, resi- 
dence and dining halls and 
other services will remain 
open, and athletic events for 
now remain unchanged. 

At St. Mary’s, classes will 
resume in-person March 23. 
During the extra week, St. 
Mary’s faculty will make ar- 
rangements in case the 
school moves to online clas- 
ses. 

UIW is extending its 
Spring Break by one week, 
through March 20. Begin- 
ning March 23, classes for 
the remainder of the spring 
term will be held online. 
Faculty members should re- 
turn to campus next week to 
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18-Month Certificate 


Visit your nearest Credit Human 
location or call 800-688-7228. 


Learn more at 
CreditHuman.com/EarnMore 


credit 
human. 


Annual percentage yield (APY) accurate as of 

01/10/20 and subject to change. $1,000 minimum 
balance required to earn APY. A penalty may be 
imposed for early withdrawal. Actual certificate 
dividend rate and APY based on the dividend rate in 
effect on date of deposit. Dividend rates are fixed 
unless otherwise stated. The APY assumes funds remain 
on deposit until maturity. A withdrawal of dividends 

will reduce earnings. Federally insured by NCUA. 


